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Structure of talk 

•  Why we prepared the Atlas? 

•  How the Atlas was prepared 

•  What’s in the Atlas?  

•  What’s available on-line? 

•  National Marine Plan interactive? 

•  Conclusions - Next steps  
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How the Atlas was prepared 
•   Additional Scottish 
   data & colour 
•   Sub-division of CP2 
   sea areas 

+ + 

Steering 
Group 

Structure 
Scottish data 

= 



What’s in the Atlas? 



What’s in the Atlas? – overall assessment 



What’s in the Atlas? – overall assessment 



What’s in the Atlas? – sea area assessment 



What’s in the Atlas? 



What’s in the Atlas? Chapter 2 
•  The Scottish Scene 
•  Weather and Climatic Conditions 
•  Currents and Circulation 
•  Temperature, Salinity and Ocean Acidification 
•  Waves and Sea Level 



What’s in the Atlas? Chapter 2 



What’s in the Atlas? Chapter 3 
•  Water Framework Directive Classification of Transitional 
and Coastal Waters 
•  Hazardous Substances 
•  Biological Effects of Contaminants 
•  Oil and Chemical Spills 
•  Radioactive Substances 
•  Microbiological Contamination 
•  Biotoxin Monitoring in Scotland 
•  Eutrophication 
•  Dissolved Oxygen in the Clyde and Forth Estuaries 
•  Marine Litter 
•  Silver in Intertidal Mussels 
•  Underwater Noise 



What’s in the Atlas? Chapter 3 



What’s in the Atlas? Chapter 4 
•  Protected Areas 
•  Intertidal Rock 
•  Intertidal Sediments 
•  Subtidal Rock 
•  Inshore and Shelf Subtidal Sediments 
•  Deep Sea Habitats 
•  Plankton 
•  Commercial Fish and Shellfish Stocks 
•  Demersal Fish Community 
•  Sharks and Rays 
•  Seals 
•  Cetaceans 
•  Seabirds 
•  Waterbirds 
•  Occasional Visitors 
•  Non-Native Species in Scottish Waters 



What’s in the Atlas? Chapter 4 



What’s in the Atlas? Chapter 5 
•  Economic Analysis of Scotland’s Core Marine Sector 
•  Aquaculture 
•  Fishing 
•  Salmon and Sea Trout Fishing 
•  Leisure and Recreation 
•  Historic Environment and Cultural Heritage 
•  Coastal Protection and Flood Defence 
•  Renewable Energy and Power Cables 
•  Carbon Capture and Storage 
•  Oil, Gas, Pipelines and Gas Storage 
•  Water Abstraction 
•  Maritime Transport (Ports and Shipping) 
•  Waste Disposal (Dredge Material) 
•  Waste Disposal (Waste Water Treatment and Industrial 
Outfalls) 
•  Defence (Military) 
•  Telecommunication Cables 
•  Marine Management, Education, Research and 
Development 



What’s in the Atlas? Chapter 5 



What’s in the Atlas? Chapter 6 



What’s available on-line? 

www.scotland.gov.uk/marineatlas   



National Marine Plan interactive? 





Control tools Layer control 

Map scale 



Productive layer expanded 



Shetland area with various layers on 



Military Defence - Coastal MOD Locations 

Renewables - Offshore Wind SEA Medium-term Options  



National Marine Plan interactive - summary 
Physical Characteristics   – 5 layers 

Clean and Safe    – 2 layers 

Healthy and Biologically Diverse   – 0 layers 

Productive       – 19 layers 

Administrative    – 1 layer - CSSEG Regions  

Base layer     – 1 - Open Street Map  





Conclusions - Next steps (1) 
•  Hard copy atlas very well received – a wow factor 
•  Huge data volume together (1st time) & seas assessed 
•  Information base for National Marine Plan established 
•  Made accessible to schools 
•  Seeking feedback 

•  NMPi launched 
•  Basic structure established 
•  Populated with limited number of data layers  
•  Terrestrial base map there but what about marine 

•  MSi on line 
•  Making spatial data available 

www.scotland.gov.uk/marineatlas  



Conclusions - Next steps (2) 

•  Updating the Atlas -  Undecided 

•  How do we integrate  
•  Atlas 
•  NMPi 
•  MSi 
•  to provide what users, as well as MS wants 

•  NMPi could evolve but data licensing issues 

•  Learn from other “coastal” atlases 

www.scotland.gov.uk/marineatlas  




