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Developping	
  the	
  website	
  

•  Earlier	
  workhops	
  learned	
  us:	
  end	
  users	
  can	
  give	
  
valuable	
  input	
  

•  When	
  in	
  the	
  process	
  do	
  you	
  implement	
  a	
  test	
  phase?	
  

•  Who	
  should	
  be	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  test?	
  
•  What	
  proporAon	
  should	
  the	
  test	
  have?	
  
•  Belgian	
  Coastal	
  Atlas:	
  small	
  scale	
  test,	
  implemented	
  
in	
  the	
  last	
  stage	
  



Small	
  scale	
  test	
  

•  InspiraAon	
  from	
  Maratlas	
  

•  Target	
  
‘Do	
  all	
  types	
  of	
  users	
  find	
  the	
  informaAon	
  included	
  in	
  
this	
  online	
  atlas,	
  and	
  can	
  they	
  easily	
  handle	
  the	
  
interacAve	
  map	
  part?’	
  	
  	
  	
  

•  This	
  led	
  to	
  some	
  important	
  changes	
  in	
  the	
  final	
  
version	
  of	
  the	
  website	
  



Small	
  scale	
  test	
  

•  Content:	
  General	
  quesAonnaire,	
  15	
  exercices,	
  10	
  
closed	
  and	
  open	
  quesAons	
  

•  DuraAon:	
  45	
  minutes	
  	
  

•  Who?	
  SelecAon	
  of	
  users	
  	
  
–  based	
  on	
  experience	
  from	
  earlier	
  workshops	
  and	
  from	
  
whom	
  we	
  knew	
  they	
  worked	
  with	
  the	
  atlas	
  



Who?	
  

•  AdministraAons	
  

•  scienAst	
  

•  Teacher	
  

•  Student	
  
•  Company	
  

•  Guide	
  

•  PoliAcian	
  

•  Cultural	
  sector	
  

•  TourisAcal	
  sector	
  



Content	
  of	
  test	
  
•  General	
  quesAonnaire:	
  personal	
  data,	
  profession,	
  organisaAon,	
  use	
  of	
  internet,	
  

interest	
  in	
  marine	
  	
  and	
  coastal	
  themes	
  

•  15	
  exercices	
  
–  Answer	
  to	
  be	
  found	
  on	
  the	
  site	
  itself	
  

–  Average	
  Ame	
  to	
  find	
  answer	
  	
  

–  Surfing	
  behavior	
  

–  QuesAons	
  on	
  textual	
  part	
  &	
  cartographic	
  part	
  (ready	
  to	
  use,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  interacAve	
  part)	
  



Content	
  of	
  test	
  
Examples	
  of	
  exercices:	
  

‘Which	
  coastal	
  defence	
  measures	
  are	
  there	
  in	
  Belgium?’	
  

‘Where	
  can	
  cultural	
  landscapes	
  be	
  found	
  near	
  Ostend	
  and	
  where	
  are	
  there	
  
protected	
  landscapes.	
  Show	
  this	
  on	
  the	
  map?	
  

‘Find	
  out	
  where	
  the	
  dredging	
  zones	
  are	
  designated	
  off	
  Seabruges.	
  Zoom	
  in	
  on	
  this	
  
municipality.	
  Do	
  these	
  zones	
  overlap	
  the	
  bird	
  direcAve	
  area	
  at	
  sea?	
  

‘Add	
  the	
  map	
  ‘logisAcs	
  infrastructure’	
  to	
  your	
  favorites’	
  



Content	
  of	
  test	
  
•  Closed	
  quesAons	
  –	
  mulAple	
  choice	
  

–  The	
  interacAve	
  map	
  is	
  easy	
  in	
  use	
  

–  You	
  can	
  easily	
  find	
  the	
  ready-­‐to-­‐use	
  maps	
  

–  The	
  themes	
  are	
  logically	
  classified	
  

–  I	
  can	
  use	
  this	
  site	
  for	
  professional	
  use	
  
–  …	
  

•  Open	
  quesAons	
  
–  Why	
  is	
  the	
  site	
  usefull	
  for	
  you?	
  

–  How	
  do	
  you	
  experience	
  the	
  interacAve	
  map?	
  SuggesAons?	
  

–  Are	
  there	
  lacking	
  elements	
  on	
  the	
  site?	
  

–  …	
  



Results	
  of	
  the	
  test	
  

•  InteracAve	
  map	
  has	
  been	
  significantly	
  adapted,	
  examples:	
  



Results	
  of	
  the	
  test	
  

•  Difference	
  between	
  interacAve	
  and	
  staAc	
  maps	
  made	
  more	
  clear	
  
•  A	
  pop-­‐up	
  has	
  been	
  foreseen	
  to	
  draw	
  abenAon	
  visitor	
  to	
  the	
  interacAve	
  

map	
  

•  Same	
  staAc	
  maps	
  were	
  foreseen	
  not	
  only	
  on	
  one	
  level,	
  but	
  on	
  deeper	
  
levels	
  as	
  well	
  (f.e.	
  map	
  plants	
  &	
  animals)	
  

•  …	
  



Conclusions	
  (1)	
  

•  A	
  test	
  phase	
  within	
  the	
  development	
  process	
  of	
  a	
  coastal	
  web	
  atlas	
  is	
  
useful!	
  

•  Preferrably	
  towards	
  the	
  end	
  phase	
  

•  Know	
  who	
  your	
  target	
  audience	
  is	
  and	
  test	
  amongst	
  the	
  different	
  target	
  
groups	
  

•  A	
  small	
  scale	
  test,	
  short	
  duraAon	
  and	
  limited	
  parAcipants	
  (10	
  to	
  15	
  
persons	
  are	
  sufficient),	
  low	
  cost,	
  can	
  learn	
  you	
  a	
  lot	
  

•  Take	
  other	
  possibili@es	
  into	
  account,	
  f.e.	
  can	
  an	
  e-­‐quesAonnaire	
  deliver	
  
valuable	
  informaAon?	
  



Conclusions	
  (2)	
  
•  Not	
  all	
  wishes	
  of	
  the	
  users	
  can	
  be	
  taken	
  into	
  account,	
  but	
  can	
  be	
  input	
  for	
  

a	
  next	
  version	
  (f.e.	
  more	
  linkage	
  to	
  local	
  policies)	
  

•  And	
  last	
  but	
  not	
  least:	
  Very	
  posiAve	
  and	
  enthousiasAc	
  feedback	
  on	
  the	
  
interacAve	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  coastal	
  atlas!	
  Users	
  have	
  concrete	
  ideas	
  in	
  using	
  the	
  
interacAve	
  map	
  for	
  their	
  sector.	
  The	
  test	
  can	
  also	
  be	
  a	
  means	
  of	
  
promo@on	
  for	
  your	
  coastal	
  atlas!	
  

•  Adapted	
  approach	
  in	
  the	
  future?	
  	
  
–  Adapt	
  quesAons	
  per	
  sector	
  

–  Stronger	
  phocus	
  on	
  tesAng	
  cartography,	
  less	
  on	
  content	
  

–  …	
  

  What	
  are	
  your	
  thoughts	
  /	
  experiences	
  on	
  tes@ng	
  webatlasses?	
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  your	
  aJen@on	
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  coastal	
  stakeholders	
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  thanks	
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  our	
  funding	
  partners	
  


