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The West Coast Governors’ Agreement on Ocean Health identified 
the development of a 

 comprehensive geographic database 

 as a priority in its  
2008 Action Plan to help develop and restore ocean habitats 



Last year, in response to a federal funding opportunity for  
regional ocean partnerships 

the WCGA received many proposals develop a regional data portal 
and decision support tools  



Among these proposals was a multi-partnered proposal Dawn Wright 
and I put together with numerous other collaborators  



West Coast Governors’ Agreement staff summarized these proposed 
ideas in a formal proposal for Regional Ocean Partnership funding 



1. Develop a tri-state network for interoperable management and 
delivery of data needed to address regional issues identified by the 
WCGA Action Coordination Teams 

2. Test and identify the best decision support tools to assist states and 
federal agencies and the WCGA in working with tribes, stakeholders, 
coastal communities, and partners to plan for and make decisions related 
to ocean uses and resources 

3. Assess the status of and gather available information at state, 
subregional, and regional scales needed to identify important habitats, 
map areas of human use, and determine areas of ecological importance. 

The proposal included the following objectives to support coastal 
and marine spatial planning 



At this time, we have no federal 
funding for this project  

New Funding 



What can we do with existing  
funding and staff? 



Much less than we could do  
if we had project-specific funding! 

However… 



Oregon 
Workshop:   







Access to ocean and coastal geospatial, information is necessary to: 

• Advance National Ocean Policy 

• Achieve priority actions of the West Coast Governors’ Agreement on Ocean 
Health 

• Develop an approach to Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning for the West 
Coast region 



West Coast Regional Ocean and Coastal Data Portal Concept 
(currently under development with coordination from  

NOAA Coastal Services Center) 

Draft Goals: 

• Establish a group of data practitioners as a “human network” to provide 
support and the context for the data network and portal 

• Draft a concept for an application to view, access, and download original 
data and data summary products of coastal and marine resources on the 
West Coast for regional planning purposes. 



Draft Goals (continued): 

• Create a Regional Data Portal or Framework that provides easy access to 
state and regional geographic data (and metadata) and links authoritative 
data sources. 

• Build in the capability to consume and display federal data and allow federal 
applications to consume and display regional data. 

• Incorporate suggestions of decision support tools for non-technical users 
and decision makers to analyze and assess human users and resources to 
meet the needs of their identified planning issues.   






