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Mid-Atlantic Ocean
Governors’ Agreement 
on Ocean Conservation

Signed in June 2009 by:

New York

New Jersey

Delaware

Maryland

Virginia



Four Key Focal Areas

• Protect Key Ocean Habitats

• Promote Renewal Offshore Energy

• Improve Water Quality 

• Adapt to Climate Change



Protect Key 
Ocean Habitats    

• 10 major offshore 
canyons

• Cold water corals

• Key fish habitats 

• Bird, marine 
mammal, sea turtle 
and other migration 
corridors



Promote 
Renewable 

Offshore 
Energy    

• Best locations for 
wind turbines and 
facilities.

• Where can use 
conflicts be 
anticipated.



Improve Water 
Quality

• Not on MARCO’s  
agenda as a spatial 
planning task.  MARCO 
is working on this from 
policy perspective.

• But water quality data 
may be important  for 
some  facility siting 
and habitat protection  
issues.



• Identify key 
infrastructure 
vulnerable to sea 
level rise and flood 
hazards at a coarse 
scale

Adapt to 
Climate Change



MARCO Structure
Five Action Teams:

1. Offshore Renewable Energy
Lead: MD – Gwynne Schultz 

2. Offshore Habitats
Lead: NY – Greg Capobianco

3. Climate Change and Coastal Resiliency
Lead: DE – Sarah Cooksey

4. Water Quality
Lead: MD – Matt Fleming

5. Coastal & Marine Spatial Planning (CMSP)
Lead: VA – Laura McKay

State CZM Managers/Senior Policy Advisors

Action Team

Action Team

Action Team

State Agency Heads/ Cabinet Secretaries

Governors of  New York, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia



MARCO Portal Creation

1. Used VA CZM funds to contract with TNC      TNC 
2. TNC  surveyed a small group of potential users 

• What portal functions do you want?
• What data do you have?

3. Create internal test portal
4. TNC collected feedback from survey group and 

revamped as needed
5. MARCO portal went live in December 2010 



MARCO Website



MARCO Mapping & Planning Portal
Available at  www.midatlanticocean.org

http://www.midatlanticocean.org/


MARCO Mapping & Planning Portal

6 Data Categories:

1. Administrative (6)
2. Decision Support (2)
3. Human Use (4)
4. Biological (7)
5. Geophysical (8)
6. State Specific (2)

29 data layers



MARCO Area
Waterbirds, Wind Energy Areas, Shipping Separation 

Zones, OCS Boundaries, Major Canyons



Next Steps

• Find a host server

• Develop a 
maintenance plan

• Seek missing needed 
data layers 



• Find funds for 
and develop 
decision 
support  tools 
as envisioned 
by MarineMap

Next Steps


