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) Isn’t it already mapped?
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or Oregon, as for most coastal states, the

sea represeats both a valuable resource
and a poteatial threat. The sea provides
many Oregonians with a livelthood, food,
and recreation, and it attracts visitoss to
our coastal commuanities. The sea also
represents a sigasficant threat in the form of
an inevitable earthquake-generated tsunami,
akin to the recent one in Indonesia.

Uanderstanding the nature of Oregon’s
Tersitorial Sea 15 critical to sustaining sport
and commercial fisher:es, coastal tousism,
and a broad range of other ocean derived
ecosystem services valued by Osegonians, in
add:tion to addressing the threat posed by a
major tsunams.

Presaatly, we have detailed bottom mapping
of only about 5% of the area of the Oregon
Tersitorial Sea, which extends 3 nautical
miles from the coast and comprises
approxmmately 950 square nautical

miles. Effective decisions concerning the
management and coaservation of ocean
resources and the modeling of shoreline
muadation and erosion from storm waves of
a tsunami all depend vpon better knowledge
of the nearshore waters.

This conseasus statement expresses the
belief that completing seafloor mapping

of Oregon’s coastal nearshore ocean is of
the highest priority. We, the undersigned
academic and goverament agency scientists,
urge State and Federal officials to support
and expedite ocean floor mapping of
Oregon's territonial sea within the gext two
vears. Oregon Statewide Planaing Goal
19(12/1/2000) calls for stewardship and
coaservation of ocean resources in Oregon's
Territonial Sea. This conseasus statement s
coasistent with and iaspired by Goal 19.

Seafloor mapping of the Oregon continental
marsgia is preseatly underway through a
variety of efforts. However, the aearshore
area is commoanly left out due to the
difficulty of mapping in shallow waters

and insufficient resource allocations. As a

cientific Consensus Statement

Scientific Gonsensus Statement
for Mapping the Oregon Territorial Seafloor

UfZe an instiative to map the seafloor of
our coastal tersitonial sea. The costs are

aot excessive (uader $6 million), and the
benefits are inestimable. Preseatly, there is
10 State or Federal agency charged with
this respoasibility. Over the last several
veass, new sonar techaologies, and the
associated data management infrastructure,
have moved what was once prohibitively
expeasive within our reach. Nevertheless,
curreat efforts to accomplish this important
work are insufficient. Without a coordinated
effort, it will take 50 years or more at the
present rate of progress. This pace 15 much
too slow to meet the aseds of coastal
erosion studies, tsunam: plananmng and
resource management decision-making.

Specifically, we recommend mapping of
the seafloor of the Oregon Terntorial Sea
for the follow:ing reasons:

* Oregon, along with Northern
California, Washiagton, and Vancouver
Island, faces a 20% probabulity of
experiencing a magnitude-0 subduction
earthquake and tsunami i the aext 50
vears, much like the 2004 disaster in
Indonesia. We are just now begianing to
understand what this disaster will mean
for the Oregon coast. For the maay
towas along the coast, we presently
cannot say how far the waters will
rise, because the modeling of tsunams:
waves depends on detailed knowledge
of coastal water depths that preseatly
does not ex:st. Managimng the hazards
posed by this mevitable geological event
requires this knowledge.

* We now uaderstand that maay Cregon
neasshore fisheries and other marnine
iife are dependent upon spatially
explicit, yet limited, hab:tat features.
Describing and classifying nearshore
habitats are essential components of
effectively assessing and managing
Oregon's marine resousces, inciuding

nearshore fish populations for both the
Fodaral Fccaaraal Fich Haherar and Srarg




Scientific Consensus Statement

* Governor Kulongoski has tasked the Oregon Ocean Policy
Advisory Couacil (OPAC) with fusther developing and
advising him on two challengiag spatial management
topics. First, is the continuation of the 2002 OPAC
recommendation for a limited system of marine reserves
within Oregon State watess to evaluate their efficacy m
meeting nearshore conservation and management goals.
Second, in December 20035, the Goveraor proposed the
establishment of a National Marine Saactuary off the
Oregon coast, and has tasked OPAC with ideatifying
and evaluatiag information and issues to guide this
proposal. A detaded seafloor map depicting geologic and
habitat featuses is essential as a scieatific support tool for
discusston and informed decision-making

0

L \

We, the vadersigned, urge the implementation of aa Oregon
state waters seafloor mapping plan to support the resolution
of these issues at the earliest possible time This consensus
group has already outlined a workiag plan to utilize idled
fishing vessels staffed by university, State and Federal agency
scieatists. Efforts supported oy NOAA to augment those
already made by ODFW will begia in Summer, 2000
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What the Statement IS ...

An expression of need...
to fill a critical gap in data

Apolitical ...

coalition of academic and agency scientists

An information tool to consider and use when
making decisions for and with the governor

Part of governor’s public position on ocean
stewardship

A suggested process ...
(communal funding, communal availability)




WEST COAST GOVERNORS’

CALFORNIA OREGON WASHINGTON s

westcoastoceans.gov tome §

West Coast Governors' Agreement on Ocean Health

On September 18, 2006 the Governors of [ NEwst |

California, Oregon and Washington The public comment period on the
announced the West Coast Governors' draft Action Plan is now closed.
Agreement on Ocean Health. The Agreement Thank you for your input. Release of
launched a new, proactive regional the final plan is anticipated in early
“Just as our western states have started to collaboration to protect and manage the 2008.
work together to fight global warming and ocean and coastal resources along the entire
profact our air, We now join forces 1o make West Coast, as called for in the &/8/07 Govemnors receive State
mmm&w recommendations of the U.S. Commission on  Oeean Leadership Award from the
enank® Ocean Policy and the Pew Oceans Consortium for Oceanographic
Commission. Research and Education. Read the
“Our oceans provide critical economic, The Agreement seeks to advance the goals of: SORE :

environmental and social benefits to the Pacific
Coast states. Teday’s historic agreement will
mean clean water, healthy oceans and a
better future for our children.”

Clean coastal waters and beaches;

Healthy ocean and coastal habitats;

Effective ecosystem-based management;

Reduced impacts of offshore development;

Increased ocean awareness and literacy among the region’s citizens; and
Expanded ocean and coastal scientific information, research, and monitoring;
Sustainable economic development of coastal communities.

“Our oceans are home to a great diversity of
marine life and clean beaches and oceans are
vital to West Coast fishing communities,
recreation and tourism. We know that isolated

The Agreement also

breadth of degradation to our oceans. By underscores the
cooperating, our three states will combine our importance of managing
resources and influence to make a real activities that affect our
difference in the fight to clean and protect the oceans on an ecosystem
oceans.” basis. Thatis, managing

human activities and their
impact on ocean resources
in a way that accounts for

WCGA Update - Sign me up! the relationships among all

ecosystem components,

Please send me updates about the West including people and other
Coast Governors' Agreement on Ocean species and the

Health. environment in which we
Enter your Email address: all live.

The Agreement directs staff
of the three Governors to take certain immediate actions, and to develop a more

extensive action plan within one year. The three states prepared a discussion paper to
guide public input on actions for consideration during development of the action plan
Note: subscribers to the State of California’s and sponsored a series of meetings to obtain public and stakeholder input on the
listserv automatically receive all Agreement. The public comment period on the draft Action Plan is now closed. Thank

WUCGA Updates. you for your input. Release of the final plan is anticipated in early 2008.



What the Statement is NOT

A request for underwater photography.

An attempt to direct activities or direction of the
Oregon Policy Advisory Council (OPAC) Science
& Technical Advisory Committee (STAC)




www.oregonmarinereserves.net

Home Oregon's Process Get Involved

Home

Oregon's Path to Marine Reserves

Oregon has begun a public process for establishing marine reserves along the
coast. Governor Ted Kulongoski has asked the Ocean Policy Advisory Council

Oregon Marine Reserves
Public Gateway to Information

News Links FAQ

(OPAC) to provide him with recommendations for sites to be included in a
system of marine reserves. To make sure that Oregonians can help with that
recommendation, the Governor will invite the public to nominate areas for
consideration which will then be reviewed by the OPAC.

This website will provide links to information about marine reserves and
Oregon’s marine environment and will guide you through the nomination process.

What is a Marine Reserve?

In general, a marine
reserve is an area of
gnvironment that is
protected from
harmful uses,
principally uses that
remove or disturb TR ' ; 4 ¥ el
marine life and environment. Around the world,
marine reserves have been designated for different
purposes, some for research, some to protect unique
habitat, some to promote rebuilding of fish stocks,
and some for sight-seeing and recreation.

How You can get Involved

The first phase in the
current process to
designate marine reserves is
being conducted by Oregon
Sea Grant. They will be
convening community
conversations to listen and learn from coastal
communities about what will and will not work
regarding the establishment of marine reserves. Sea
Grant will take what they hear in these conversations
and report back to OPAC . You can see the schedule
of upcoming cummunity events by viewing
"upcoming events” below, or by visiting the Sea Grant




Public Nomination Process

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3
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nwioos.coas.oregonstate.edu

PaCOOS Network / Links
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Why now?

Difficult to realistically set up a network of
MPAs that addresses all habitat protection
issues without further mapping ...

Take advantage of current
momentum ...
Vessels of opportunity, personnel
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Applications

Emergency Response,

Impact Assessment Port Security

Coastal tourism, recreation MANY others
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Oregon Marine Published by

Active Tectonics & Seafloor Mapping Lab

Coastal Mapping Group Oregon State University

Newsletter

January 2008
Volume 1
Number 1

What's inside

Oregon Territorial Sea Mapping

Oregon Marine Reserves Process

New Habitat Mapping Initiative
Washington State Marine Mapping Meeting
Upcoming mapping cruises

DOGAMI/OSU Tsunami Inundation Study
Shoreline Change Mapping

Oregon Marine Mapping Workshop March 18th & 19th
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' International Coastal Atlas Network
,"egOState ( | CA \ )

workshop1.science.oregonstate.edu/join

Globally integrate and interoperate
among locally-maintained atlases ...

Inform regional decision- and policy-
making across several themes
Climate change - coastal vulnerability

Coastal governance (boundaries, protected areas,
etc.) —

Coastal hazards
Population pressures
Marine spatial planning
Resource availability and
exploitation
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