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Open Geospatial Consortium 
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475 volunteer 
organizations 
 

4307 Users 
 

60 Standards 
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OGC s Approach to Advancing Interoperability 
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•! Interoperability Program (IP) - a global, hands-
on rapid prototyping and testing program designed to 
accelerate interface development and validation, and 
bring interoperability to the market 

•! Standards Program – Consensus standards 
process similar to other Industry consortia,  
eg, World Wide Web Consortium [W3C] 

•! Marketing and Communications Program – international 
outreach through education and training, encourage take up of OGC 
specifications, business development, communications programs 

Demo &  
Reports 

•! Compliance Program – allows organizations 
that implement an OGC standard to test their 
implementations and get OGC certification 
that implement an OGC standard to test their 
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OGC Organization Structure 

4http://www.opengeospatial.org/ogc/programs 
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A Web Services Framework 
of Geoprocessing Standards 
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Approved OGC Specifications (partial list) 

•  Tightly coupled 
–  Simple Feature Access – OLE, 

SQL, CORBA {ISO} 
–  Grid Coverages 

•  Web Services 
Ø Web Map Service (WMS) {ISO} 
Ø Web Feature Service (WFS) 

{ISO} 
Ø Web Coverage Service (WCS) 
Ø Catalog Services for the Web 

(CS/W) 
Ø Coordinate Transformation 

•  XML Encodings 
Ø Geography Markup Language 

(GML) {ISO} 
Ø KML 
Ø Web Map Context 

•  Sensor Web Enablement 
Ø SensorML 
Ø TransducerML 
Ø Sensor Observation Service 

(SOS) 
Ø Sensor Planning Service (SPS) 
Ø Sensor Alert Service (SAS) 

•  Open Location Services 
(OpenLS) {ISO} 

6

Available	  free	  of	  charge	  at	  
http://opengeospatial.org/standards	  	  
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The OGC Interoperability Program:  
Technology Incubator 

•  Global, innovative, collaborative, hands-on engineering and 
testing program to draft and test and validate specifications for 
consideration by OGC Technical Committee 

•  Delivers: 
–  candidate specifications for the Specification Development Process 

– product implementations that use these candidate standards 

– demonstrated capability achieved through comprehensive testing, 
validation and public demonstrations based on real work business cases. 

•  Sponsors and Participants work together. 
–  Sponsors provide requirements, business cases                                

and funding 

–  Participants work with sponsors to define and           
refine OGC interface specifications to solve  
interoperability problems 
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Multipurpose, Interdisciplinary Projects 
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http://www.opengeospatial.org/pub/www/ows8/index.html !
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OGC’s Web Portal: Enabling Collaboration 

•  Standards Dev Support 
– Pending documents tracking 
– Vote tracking 
– Standards software test and 

bug tracking 
– Automated certification 
– Community feedback and 

public change requests 

•  Public site 
– Standards search and download 
– Organization and outreach 
– Policies and procedures 

•  Members’ Portal and Twiki 
– User access management 
– Working Group administration 
– Project documents management 
– Standards adoption workflow  
– Event calendar & resources 

(telecon, webex hosting) 
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Web Platform 
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Web Platform Web Platform 

10http://www.opengeospatial.org/!
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OGC Members Portal: Making It Work 
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https://portal.opengeospatial.org/!
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OGC Members Portal: Key Tools 
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Meetings Calendar! My Tasks!Users Database!

Pending Documents! Standards Voting Status!

Project Twiki!Project Contacts – Files - Tasks!

Portal Search!

® 
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Meetings Calendar 
with telecon & webex scheduling 
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Project Contacts, Files & Tasks 
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OGC Project Twiki 
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Portal Search 

16!© 2012 Open Geospatial Consortium, Inc. 16
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Pending Docs / Standards Voting 
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Member Profile: Email lists & other functions 
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https://portal.opengeospatial.org/index.php?m=users&a=viewuser&tab=3&subtab=1&category=1!
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Other Member Resources 
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OGC Public References 

•  Adopted	  Standards	  
–  http://www.opengeospatial.org/standards	  	  

•  OGC	  Reference	  Model	  
–  http://www.opengeospatial.org/standards/orm	  	  

•  OGC	  Web	  Services	  Testbed	  Initiatives	  
–  http://www.opengeospatial.org/projects/initiatives	  

•  Compliance	  Testing	  and	  CertiGication	  
–  http://www.opengeospatial.org/compliance	  	  	  

•  List	  of	  Registered	  Products	  using	  OGC	  Standards	  
–  http://www.opengeospatial.org/resource	  	  

•  OGC	  Network	  –	  member-‐contributed	  OGC	  “encyclopedia”	  
–  http://www.ogcnetwork.net	  	  
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Comments welcome - Thank you! 
 
David Arctur  david.arctur@utexas.edu 
 
Greg Buehler  gbuehler@opengeospatial.org 
Luis Bermudez  lbermudez@opengeospatial.org 
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