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We all agree that are MANY challenges facing the oceans. GIS technology 
has long provided effective solutions to similar problems on land.  But our 
mission is to take what we’ve learned on land and apply GIS more effectively 
to the oceans. 
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ESRI Ocean GIS Special Exhibition at the 1999 Esri UC, with Sylvia Earle as 
keynote speaker and a special area of the Map Gallery that many of us old 
timers participated in with maps and demos. 
During that decade Esri’s ocean GIS efforts were mainly in charting and 
navigation, helping to develop: 
-! The Digital Nautical Chart (DNC) for the National Imagery and Mapping 

Agency (NIMA) 
-! a Navigation Ship's System project for NIMA 
-! A hydrographic information system (HIS) for the Maritime Administrations of 

Finland and Sweden 
In addition Esri developed the National Ocean Service Map finder for NOAA 
and a data model for the Minerals Mgmt Service (now BOEM) 
Jim Ciarrocca and Joe Breman were standouts in interfacing with and 
supporting the ocean SCIENCE community#
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Oceans team members at this time included the following (and all but two are 
still with Esri: 
Katsura Matsuda - Marine Data Model - products team 
Jeff Donze - NOAA Account Manager & Earth Observation Alliance rep 
Geoff Wade - Natural Resources Industry Sector Marketing 
Steve Snow – Industry Solutions – Hydrographic solutions 
Brian Cross & Tim Kearns - Hydrographic Services / Solutions  
Dick Lawrence - Professional Services (Environmental Projects) 
Dan Zimble - Technical Marketing, Sciences team, ESRI Federal  
Jeanne Foust - Data Interoperability and Open standards 
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System for the management, discovery and  composite modeling of 
bathymetric data & metadata. 
#
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GRIB = Gridded Information in Binary FormGRIB is a WMO format for gridded 
data used by meteorological centers for storing and exchanging 
meteorological charts and other patterns of wind, sea state, temperature, etc. 
In other words, GRIB files are computer generated forecast files.  
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